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The " Labarum."

CHAPTER THE SIXTH.

HERMETIC   BRETHREN.

HE following passages occur in a letter published
by some anonymous members of the R.C., and
are adduced in a translation from the Latin by
one of the most famous men of the order, who
addressed from the University of Oxford about the period
of Oliver Cromwell ; to which university the great English
Rosicrucian, Robertus de Fluctibus (Robert Flood), also
belonged, in the time of James the First and Charles the
First. We have made repeated visits to the church where
Robert Flood lies buried.

" Every man naturally desires superiority. Men wish for
treasures and to seem great in the eyes of the world. God,
indeed, created all things to the end that man might
give Him thanks. But there is no individual thinks of his
proper duties ; he secretly desires to spend his days idly,
and would enjoy riches and pleasures without any previous
labour or danger. When we" (professors of abstruse"
sciences) " speak, men either revile or contemn, they either
envy or laugh. When we discourse of gold, they assume
that we would assuredly produce it if we could, because
they judge us by themselves ; and when we debate of it,
and enlarge upon it, they imagine we shall finish by teach-
ing them how to make gold by art, or furnish them with
it already made. And wherefore or why should we teach